
B y J O N A T H A N E L I H E R R I C K

A   C O M I N G - O F - A G E  R O M A N C E  

A SIX-PART MINISERIES

Your Hand On
My Face Is My Hand



LOGLINE
A teenage artist, vacationing on a remote lake with 
his family, lusts after a remarkable woman more 
than twice his age. Turning the tables, she challenges 
him to a profound and frightening journey that 
opens his heart to genuine love and spirituality.

Call Me by Your Name meets Poor Things meets 
Siddartha.



SYNOPSIS
David (14), a spirited young artist, is 
stranded for the summer with his 
eccentric family on a remote lake.
Kayaking several miles away, he 
discovers Vanessa (38), an unusual 
woman staying at an abandoned cabin. 
Across three summers, becoming more 
than friend, muse and model, Vanessa
possesses a mysterious wisdom that
challenges David to a profound
journey of sexual-spiritual awakening.

Meanwhile, David’s home life - a loving-
raging father, aloof mother, and self-
destructive kid brother - is highly 
challenging.

As David and Vanessa grow ever more 
deeply attached, she must break things 
off. Unbearable for David, he attempts 
to end his life. But after great soul-
searching, he finds resolution in an 
encounter with another stranger.



EPISODE ONE:
T h e E n c o u n t e r

David explores existential questions, draws 
sophisticated self-portraits and is frustrated with 
family life. Kayaking way up the lake, he discovers a 
mysterious woman twice his age.

EPISODE TWO:
L o v e & V i o l e n c e

David and Vanessa become unlikely friends, she 
models for him, and he dives deep into a passion 
for drawing. At home, David and his father have a 
violent fight.



EPISODE 3:
M u s e , M o d e l & M y s t e r y

Obsessed with making love to Vanessa, 
David convinces her to model nude.
Unexpectedly, her mysterious wisdom
draws him into a spiritual journey.
Meanwhile, David’s kid brother sets fire 
to the neighborhood.

EPISODE FOUR:
C r a s h e s & C r u s h e s

David’s brother (13) accidentally almost kills 
himself in a car crash. Meanwhile David 
explores relationships with girls his own age 
but cannot shake the obsession with the Lady 
of the Lake. Separated from Vanessa for a 
year, he struggles ferociously.



EPISODE 5:
W i l d T a n t r i c A r t s

Vanessa inducts David (16) into her true calling, the ancient tantric 
arts, and leads him into a profound sexual awakening.

EPISODE 6:
H e r o ’ s H e l l J o u r n e y

Vanessa realizes David is overly attached to her – and she to 
him - and breaks off their relationship. David explores suicide. 
After much soul-searching, he finds a resolution in an 
encounter with another stranger.



TONE



MOODBOARD / VISUAL KEY



LAKE LUCY IS A WILD, REMOTE LAKE IN NORTHERN MINNESOTA WITH ONLY THE FAMILY'S LARGE, BEAUTIFUL
COTTAGE ON THE WATER'S EDGE AND VANESSA'S SMALL, ABANDONED CABIN TWO MILES AWAY.

THE SETTING



COMPARABALES
Coming-of-Age/Romance

Poor 
Things 20 23

Beautiful  
Boy 20 19 The Diary of  a

Teenage  Girl
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CallMe By  
Your Name 20 17 The White  

Lotus
since 

2021
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DAVID VANESSA TOM



JONATHAN ELI HERRICK

Jonathan attended USC’s graduate film school, is a former story 
analyst for CBS, Dustin Hoffman and Lorimar Studio, first writer 
for Family Feud, screenwriter for Academy Award-winner Will 
Vinton. His play Desire, directed by Paul Warner, premiered off-
off Broadway, NYC in 2007. Pauline Kael called his screenwriting  
“exceptional.” He has three daughters and lives in Los Angeles, 
CA and on Martha's Vineyard.

S C R E E N W R I T E R  &  P R O D U C E R
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